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Dear Mr Wall-Morris

RR/2474/CC(EIA) – CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ROAD, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL TREATMENT WITH EARTHWORKS, PLANTING, FLOOD AND NOISE ATTENUATION, WILDLIFE COMPENSATION, AND FACILITIES FOR NON-MOTORISED USERS. A259 BELLE HILL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA TO B2092 QUEENSWAY, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA (KNOWN AS THE BEXHILL-HASTINGS LINK ROAD) 
CONDITION 11 – CONSTRUCTION HOURS

I refer to your letter of today’s date, requesting approval to undertake works outside the approved hours of construction.  Your letter covers two separate “out of hours” requests and I will deal with each one in turn below.
Firstly, you are seeking approval to carry out works between the hours of 20.00 and 02.00 on Wednesday 16th/Thursday 17th April 2014.  The works are for a utility diversion to be carried out at the junction between Ninfield Road and Wrestwood Road and is the first stage of the utility diversion works related to Ninfield Road Bridge.  The works will require one supervisor and six operatives and will involve the use of a disc cutter.  Artificial lighting powered by a generator is also proposed to be used and, where possible, the lighting tower will be positioned to point away from any residential properties.  
You have indicated that the reason for the request to work outside the approved hours and into the early hours of the morning is because to the water main that will be worked on supplies all the water to Sidley High Street and undertaking the works during the proposed hours would, therefore, minimise disruption to the local businesses.  
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You have confirmed that local residents will be notified of the intended works in advance of them taking place. 

I have given consideration to this request and taken into account the nature of the works proposed and the potential impact of the works on the amenity of local residents.  It is noted that these works are proposed to be undertaken during unsociable hours and there are concerns regarding the potential adverse impact on residential amenity.  However, the circumstances regarding these works and the need for them to be carried out at a time to avoid disruption to local businesses are recognised.  Consequently, I have reviewed the length of time you have requested and consider that there is scope for these works to be undertaken outside of the construction hours approved under condition 11.  Therefore under the powers delegated to me pursuant to condition 11, I hereby APPROVE the works detailed in your letter and referred to above being carried out between the hours of 20.00 and 02.00 on Wednesday 16th/Thursday 17th April 2014, subject to the noisiest works only being undertaken between the hours of 20.00 and 23.00.
Please note that if at any time these works outside the approved construction hours gives rise to justifiable complaint, or harm to amenity, I reserve the right to withdraw this temporary approval.  Please also note that should you received any complaints, you should notify Sarah Iles on Lewes (01273) 481631 within two working days of receiving the complaint.

In relation to your second request, you are seeking approval for an earthworks vehicle to be collected from the Elva Way entrance at 22.00 hours on Thursday 17th April 2014.  No works on the Link Road itself are proposed at this time.  It is understood that the plant is going to another project to work within a railway possession, which is restricted by Network Rail’s possession times, hence the desire for the plant to leave the site at 22.00 hours.  It is not clear why this plant cannot leave the Link Road site during normal construction hours and wait either at the location of the railway possession or elsewhere off site.  This request does not appear linked to any works necessary for the construction of the Link Road and, therefore, I do not consider it to be reasonable to impose further out of hours activities on local residents when such activities are not associated to the Link Road.  Consequently, on the basis of the information originally received, I DO NOT APPROVE the request for an earthworks vehicle to be collected from the Elva Way entrance to the site at 22.00 hours on Thursday 17th April 2014.  
Should you have any queries, please contact Sarah Iles on Lewes (01273) 481631.
Yours sincerely

Tony Cook

Tony Cook

Head of Planning

· Copy for Statutory Planning Register c/o Hastings Borough Council and Rother District Council, Your Ref RR/07/1488 - HS/07/444

· Amanda Parks Technical Assistant

· Bob Pape – East Sussex County Council (via email only)

· Chloe DeRenzy-Martin – East Sussex County Council (via email only)
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